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New Year’s Resoluﬁons! By Dr. Margaret Rea
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Start small

After you've identified realistic short-term and long-term
goals, break down your goals into small, manageable
steps that are specifically defined and can be measured.
Is your long-term goal to lose 20 pounds within the next
five months2 A good weekly goal would be to lose one
pound a week. If you would like to eat healthier, consid-
er as a goal for the week replacing dessert with a
healthier option, like fruit or yogurt. At the end of the
week, you'll feel successful knowing you met your goal.

Change one behavior at a time

Unhealthy behaviors develop over the course of time, so
replacing unhealthy behaviors with healthy ones re-
quires time. Many people run into problems when they
try to change too much too fast. To improve your suc-
cess, focus on one goal or change at a time. As new
healthy behaviors become a habit, try to add another
goal that works toward the overall change you're striv-
ing for.

Involve a buddy

Whether it be a friend, co-worker or family member,
someone else on your journey will keep you motivated
and accountable. Perhaps it can be someone who will
go to the gym with Yyou or someone who is also trying to
stop smoking. Talk about what you are doing. Consider

joining a support group. Having someone with whom to
share your struggles and successes makes the work easi-
er and the mission less intimidating.

Ask for support

Accepting help from those who care about you and will
listen strengthens your resilience and commitment. If you
feel overwhelmed or unable to meet your goals on your
own, consider seeking help from a psychologist. Psy-
chologists are uniquely trained to understand the con-
nection between the mind and body, as well as the fac-
tors that promote behavior change. Asking for help
doesn't mean a lifetime of therapy; even just a few ses-
sions can help you examine and set attainable goals or
address the emotional issues that may be getting in your
way.
http://www.apa.org/helpcenter/lifestyle-changes.aspx

Dear All,

Throughout 2018, I am hoping to share the, "wellness," stories of staff, students, and faculty in
my monthly newsletter. I encourage you to send me your personal stories about how you maintain
your well-being. My goal is to not only inspire others with your reflections, but to help build a
sense of community around shared stories. Feel free to send me strategies you use to promote your
well-being (yoga, reading, travel......) recipes, a book, other resources or an inspiring story.

Please check out the recipe section below that includes one from Denise Nelson, one of the amaz-
ing Office of Medical Education staff. Thank you Denise for Ricking off the submissions.

I thank you in advance for your collaboration.

Maggie Rea
Director Student Wellness
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Wellness Tip: Connect with your Goals

The New Year is also a good time to connect with your
goals. As students, at this time of year, you might need
to reengage with the goals that propelled you to make
this step in your education. It might be time to reestab-
lish your commitment to your goals and value. The exer-
cise below is a tool to help you reconnect to your mis-
sion by imagining your future and where all this hard
work can take you.

Best Possible Self-
HOW TO DO IT

Take a moment to imagine your life in the future. What
is the best possible life you can imagine? Consider all of
the relevant areas of your life, such as your career, aca-
demic work, relationships, hobbies, and/or health.
What would happen in these areas of your life in your
best possible future?

For the next 15 minutes, write continuously about what
you imagine this best possible future to be. Use the in-
structions below to help guide you through this process.

Monthly Recipe: Vegan Molasses Cookies

Denise made some delicious Vegan Molasses Cookies for at a
holiday event. She is passionate about being a Vegan.

Denise wrote,

“| am vegan for the animals. To save a life and to help stop the
violence against them... Also, for my health and the environment...
Natalie Portman said it so much more eloquently, so perhaps a
quote from her would be better... She said “Eating for me is how
you proclaim your beliefs three times a day. That is why all reli-
gions have rules about eating. Three times a day, | remind myself
that | value life and do not want to cause pain to or kill other living
beings. That is why | eat the way | do.” Follow the link for step by

step cooking instructions.
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1. It may be easy for this exercise to lead you to exam-
ine how your current life may not match this best
possible future. You may be tempted to think about
ways in which accomplishing goals has been diffi-
cult for you in the past, or about financial/time/
social barriers to being able to make these accom-
plishments happen. For the purpose of this exercise,
however, we encourage you to focus on the future—
imagine a brighter future in which you are your best
self and your circumstances change just enough to
make this best possible life happen.

This exercise is most useful when it is very specif-
ic—if you think about a new job, imagine exactly
what you would do, who you would work with,
and where it would be. The more specific you
are, the more engaged you will be in the exercise
and the more you'll get out of it.

Be as creative and imaginative as you want, and
don’t worry about grammar or spelling.
http://ggia.berkeley.edu/practice/
best_possible_self#

Wellness App: The way of Life

The Way of Life App looks
like it could be a help tool
for tracking areas for behav-
ior change. It helps you
identify and track your hab-
its using a unique color sys-
tem. The app helps you see
helpful and unhelpful
“trends,” in your lifestyle.
The App also helps you set
up reminders and custom-
ized messages to help you
monitor your goals.
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